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Abstract

The devotees of God Shiva are present in Sri Lanka from ancient times to the present. The
majority of them are Hindus and the rest are Sinhala Buddhists. Due to cultural admixture,
it has been a common phenomenon for the followers of other religions to take refuge in
Hindu deities since the past. Due to the strong attraction of God built in the human mind,
various social tendencies related to divinity also developed over time. The key objective of
the research is to identify the expression of people’s consciousness of God Shiva, one of the
most significant deities of Hinduism in a context in which the devotions of Gods are very
popular in Sri Lankan society. The research problem was whether the Cult of God Shiva had
been distanced in the socialization of it as a method of worship. Quantitative data based on
statistics were used to identify the number of Hindu temples established in Sri Lanka and
their prevalence. But since common people’s religious consciousness is a proposition that is
always subject to variation depending on geographical, social, and cultural conditions,
gualitative method was used in the explanation of social attitudes under the stream of
ethnological research. This research was conducted in relation to sixteen major Hindu
temples selected from eight provinces except the Northern Province of Sri Lanka. The key
methods of collection of data were observation and interview. ‘“Mahadeva”, the supreme
deity of Hinduism, is a deity of fertility who predominates in the worship of Linga. In local
methods of worship, the expectation of fertility was identified as a major objective of the
cult of God Shiva. The research revealed that among the cults of Gods in rural religious
beliefs, the cult of God Shiva has become alienated from the general society. According to
the data of Hindu temples obtained from the eight provinces which belong to the research
sample, the prevalence of Hindu Shiva temples is less than two percent. Cult of God Shiva
is not common for worldly aspirations and problems of daily life. By the research sample, it
has been revealed that the cult of God Shiva has been alienated from the public beliefs and
worships due to the fact that God Shiva is considered to be a God who is focused on the
supernatural conditions and the objectives due to the God’s association with the universal
function as the supreme deity of the Hindu trinity, and the fear and reverence for him due to
the destructive power built on the concept of the Hindu trinity and the complexity of the
physical and non-physical factors related to the Cult of God Shiva.
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